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COMPANIES ON THE RADAR

www.shortsea.be

GARDEN SHEDS ON THE WATER

When In future you decide to buy a garden shed, chances are 

that the wood it’s made from has been brought in from Russia by 

shortsea. From that country the firm Solid bvba of Spiere Helkijn 

has imported in the last two years each year some 25,000 m3 of 

lumber, which is used to make, among other things, garden 

sheds that are sold to the wholesale businesses. Until recently 

the wood was transported from Russia to Spiere Helkijn by lorry.

“Having read about the possibilities of shortsea in the ‘Aboard’ 

newsletter I contacted the promotion centre. I also phoned one of 

the actors mentioned in the news articles”, says Solid’s manager 

Leon Ide. “After a working visit to Ust-Luga I already obtained 

some contacts too. At the beginning of July a coaster delivered 

the first batch of wood (4,000 m3) via the Bruges-Zeebrugge 

canal to our quay close to Bruges.”

It is the intention to maintain a steady rhythm of 1 ship every 2 

months, which would mean that 95% of the traffic will arrive by 

shortsea instead of by road.

Optimisation through cooperation 

Solid wants to optimise its transports even further and is looking 

for cooperation in order to combine goods flows.

“We wish to work together with other companies that also have 

an influx of goods – potting soil, peat or steel, for instance – from 

Ust-Luga to Bruges or the surrounding area, so we can make the 

most of the space on board or even mobilise a larger vessel. 

Such a scale-up can produce interesting tariffs and a higher 

delivery frequency. Besides, we have all necessary facilities 

available in Bruges”, the manager concludes.

If you see an opportunity in such a cooperation, please contact:

 Solid BVBA 

 Leon Ide

 Tel + 32 56 46 16 16

 leon.ide@solid.eu

 www.solid.eu
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HEAVY TRANSFORMER 
ACROSS THE WATER 
FROM MECHELEN TO 
THE NORTH SEA 

At the end of March a 120-tonne 

transformer (5 x 3.5 x 5m) was moved 

via the inland waterways from Mechelen 

to Hoboken (see also Newsletter Nr. 37)

From the site of CG Holdings Belgium 

(previously Pauwels Trafo) the 

transformer was brought by special 

road transport to the Keerdok (turning 

dock) in Mechelen. There the cargo 

was loaded onto a small inland vessel 

(a so-called ‘kempenaar’). Having been 

unloaded at the Fabricom-GTI site in 

Hoboken the transformer was put on an 

offshore platform. 

Several months of work then followed 

until on 6 August, at high tide, it was 

placed on a seaworthy pontoon at the 

Hoboken site, which is located next to 

the river Scheldt. The entire platform 

weighed 1,100 tonnes and measured 

27x16x18m (lwh). The transformer will 

raise the voltage level of the turbines 

from 33 kV to 150 kV.

The sea voyage brought the platform to 

its workplace at the Belwind wind farm, 

46 km off the Belgian coast. The aim 

was to position the platform before 8 

August but due to bad weather 

conditions that had to be postponed 

until 11 August. The entire project will 

eventually be carried out in 2 phases 

each involving 55 turbines.

This world first was realised by a 

Belgian joint venture consisting of 

Fabricom GDF Suez, Iemants 

Staalconstructies and CG Holdings. 

 www.cgglobal.com

 www.fabricom-gti.com

 www.fabricom-gdfsuez.com

 www.iemants.com
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ARCELORMITTAL IS AN 
AVID SHORTSEA USER 

In 2009 ArcelorMittal, the world’s larg-

est steel manufacturer, produced more 

than 73 million tonnes of steel, 5 million 

of which in the Ghent canal area.

“Not only the volumes, but above all how 

and when the clients wish to receive 

their goods, require specific planning. 

We therefore use different transport 

modes, often in combination”, says 

David De Rocker, External Transport 

Manager at ArcelorMittal in Ghent.

“The Swedish connection”

The Swedish market represents an 

annual volume of 125,000 tonnes of 

steel to ArcelorMittal Ghent. Apart from 

that, freight flows from Bremen, Liège 

and Florange are brought in by rail and 

bundled in Ghent for transport to 

Sweden. In 2005 a number of the steel 

producer’s transport requirements were 

submitted to the then DFDS Tor Line 

(nowadays DFDS Seaways), which 

organises a regular service out of Ghent 

(5-6 departures per week to 

Gothenburg). The shipping company 

was able to meet the requested 

flexibility, reliability and relatively short 

transit time.

After a relatively short road trip the steel 

coils are placed on ‘cassettes' which are 

driven on board the DFDS Seaways 

vessels. In Sweden these steel coils are 

delivered to the clients using 25 m 

ecocombis, for instance. A buffer stock 

in both Ghent and Sweden makes it 

possible to comply with the just-in-time 

requirements of the deliveries.

Patrick Perreira, Key Account Manager 

Shipping Logistics at DFDS Seaways, 

adds: “The market requirements are 

getting more stringent all the time. The 

DFDS cassette system can be used for 

both 30 or 1,000 tonnes. One also needs 

to be super-flexible: sometimes the pre-

notification message only allows us a 

couple of hours. ArcelorMittal in Ghent 

has been a pioneer with this system, 

which now also brings added value to 

the plants in Northern France for their 

deliveries to Sweden and Norway.” 

Shortsea and multimodality

By bundling the goods flows in Ghent 

the use of coasters within Europe 

becomes more efficient. The location of 

the Ghent site along the Ghent-

Terneuzen canal is a strong trump card 

as far as logistics are concerned. 

Extensive use is also made of inland 

navigation and railway links, which 

together with road haulage form the 

elements of the multimodal transport 

chain in Europe.

“We organise the transports ourselves, 

but we have them carried out by reliable 

subcontractors, preferably under a two- 

or three-year contract”, David De 

Rocker says.

 

The shortsea market

On average ArcelorMittal Ghent ships 

between 700,000 and 900,000 tonnes 

of steel using shortsea services. Only in 

2009 that volume was less due to the 

crisis. It then amounted to 500,000 

tonnes. Highlights are the UK (300,000-

350,000 tonnes), Turkey (150,000 

tonnes) and Russia (50,000 tonnes via 

Saint Petersburg). As far as these last 

two destinations are concerned, the 

tonnages are combined after their 

delivery by road, rail and inland 

navigation.

DFDS’s steel terminal in Immingham 

takes up a large part of the UK tonnage, 

which is brought in from Ghent by 

coaster.

 www.arcelormittal.com

ARCELORMITTAL 
USES SHORTSEA TO 
SHIP STEEL TO SAINT 
PETERSBURG 

The shipments of steel from Liège to the 

new Hyundai factory in Saint Petersburg, 

Russia, are carried out by shortsea. The 

cargo, consisting of coil and packs of flat 

steel, is carried by coaster over the Albert 

Canal and the shortsea route directly to 

Saint Petersburg. Apart from the Hyundai 

plant, steel will also be delivered to a VW 

factory in Russia. For this transport the 

Belgian shortsea shipping company Fast 

Lines is called in.
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NEW MED SAILING 
SCHEDULES FOR HAMBURG 
SÜD   

Hamburg Süd has thoroughly altered its 

services between Northern Europe and 

the Mediterranean. It now operates two 

(instead of three) own services on which 

ten ships are deployed, i.e. the North 

Europe-South Mediterranean Service 

(NESM) and the North Europe-North 

Mediterranean Service (NENM). Five 

vessels, ranging from 2,500 to 2,700 

teu, are used on the NESM, with the fol-

lowing rotation: Felixstowe, Antwerp, 

Hamburg, Tangiers, Alexandria, Limas-

sol, Ashdod, Mersin, Haifa, Alexandria 

and back to Felixstowe.

Valencia is replaced by the hub in Tan-

giers and from now on Tunis will be 

served by feeder, also via Tangiers. On 

the NENM five 1,700 to 2,100 vessels 

are deployed. The rotation is as follows: 

Felixstowe, Hamburg, Antwerp, Tan-

giers, Beirut, Lattakia, Kumport, Gebze, 

Izmir, Salerno and back to Felixstowe.

 Hamburg Süd Belgium

 Marc Vervoort

 Tel + 32 3 201 19 71

 Marc.Vervoort@anr.hamburgsud.com

 www.hamburgsud.com

NEW CONVENTIONAL 
LINK BETWEEN ANTWERP 
AND LIBYA

In August 2010 Flinter launches a new 

regular conventional service from 

Antwerp to the Libyan ports of Misurata 

and El Khoms. There will be 1 to 2 

sailings per month, primarily with the 

emphasis on steel products and project 

goods.

Other Libyan ports can be called at too 

and, given sufficient supply, ports in 

Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia may be 

served also. Flinter has 50 conventional 

vessels at its disposal with capacities 

between 1,500 and 11,000 dwt. 

 Flinter Agencies NV 

 Chris Vlasselaerts

 Tel + 32 3 213 51 79

 chris.vlasselaerts@flinter.be

 www.flinter.be

ZEEBRUGGE-
WATERFORD 
CONNECTION IS 
RESTORED THANKS TO 
C2C 

C2C Lines has relaunched the 

connection from Zeebrugge to Waterford 

in Ireland. 

The service passes through Dublin, 

where the cargo is transhipped. The 

transit time to Waterford amounts to 4 to 

6 days.

 C2C Shipping Lines NV

 Tom De Wannemaker

 Tel + 32 50 55 89 90

 info@c2clines.com

 www.c2clines.com

NEW SHORTSEA PLAYER 
GREEN FEEDER SAILS 
TO GÖTEBORG  

Under the name Green Feeder the Metz 

Group launches a new feeder network 

in Northern Europe. In June the first 

service of the new shortsea operator ran 

between Antwerp and Göteborg. For 

that service the “Dornbusch” has been 

leased. The ship calls at Antwerp every 

Wednesday. On Fridays she sails to 

Sweden and on Mondays she unloads 

her cargo in Göteborg. 

The shipping company wishes to link 

Belgium, the Netherlands and the UK 

with all Scandinavian countries and the 

Baltic states. France, Spain and 

Portugal are to be added later.

 De Keyser Thornton

 Sven Josten 

 Tel + 32 3 205 34 23

 sven.josten@multimodal.be

 www.dkt.be

 www.green-feeder.com

WEC LINES SWITCHES 
FROM ANTWERP TO LE 
HAVRE

At the request of its largest client, MSC, 

WEC Lines have exchanged Antwerp 

for Le Havre as its continental hub for 

the feeder services to the Irish ports of 

Dublin, Belfast and Greenock. The aim 

is to alleviate the pressure on the 

overcrowded MSC Home Terminal. The 

868 teu “WEC Van Gogh” will now call 

at the Normandy port every Tuesday. 

 W.E.C. Belgium bvba

 Marleen Maes

 Tel + 32 3 540 05 61

 marleen.maes@be.weclines.com

 www.weclines.com

FINNLINES SAILS 
ON TOWARDS SAINT 
PETERSBURG

In August Grimaldi’s subsidiary 

Finnlines will extend its service from 

Bilbao to Helsinki via Antwerp to Saint 

Petersburg. From the port on the 

Scheldt River, it takes four days to reach 

Russia. Next to local cargo the new 

direct link will also take ro-ro feeder 

cargo for the entire Grimaldi group. 

After all, Antwerp constitutes an 

SHORTSEA IN MOTION
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important hub for the Italian shipping 

company.

 Finnlines Belgium N.V.

 Benjamin Van Laere 

 Tel + 32 3 570 95 42

 sales.be@finnlines.com

 www.finnlines.com

MSC LAUNCHES THIRD 
SERVICE TO RUSSIA

A third service will from now on connect 

Antwerp with Russia too. Using a 2,050 

teu vessel MSC first calls at 

Bremerhaven and subsequently at Saint 

Petersburg. 

A 1,250 teu ship will sail directly to the 

Russian port. As no loading or unloading 

is carried out under way, the transit time 

amounts to only 4 days. A third service 

that uses a 1,150 teu vessel has a 

rotation that links Antwerp, Bremerhaven, 

Rauma and Saint Petersburg.

MSC MOBILISES FASTER 
VESSEL ON ITS “BISCAY 
RELAY” SERVICE 

“Biscay Relay”, MSC’s weekly feeder 

service to Bilbao, is changing its route. 

The “MSC LEA”, which is a faster and 

more modern ship than the “MSC 

Rhône”, will be deployed on the route. 

The new ship has the same 1,830 teu 

capacity. Cargo destined for Le Verdon 

(Bordeaux) will from now on be 

transhipped at Antwerp instead of Le 

Havre. The “Biscay Relay” service 

“feeders” from Antwerp to Le Verdon (2 

days) and on to Bilbao (3 days).

 MSC Belgium

 Vicky Maggelet

 Tel + 32 3 543 22 74

 vmaggelet@mscbelgium.com

 www.mscbelgium.com

THIRD SERVICE FOR 
TURKON LINE

Next to Tunis and Casablanca, Turkon 

Line is also serving Algiers on a weekly 

basis as from September, all in 

transhipment via Valencia. 

 Turkon Belgium

 Ria Van de Vondel

 Tel + 32 3 201 49 22

 r.vandevondel@turkon.be

 www.turkon.be

MSC REARRANGES 2 
EASTMED SERVICES

With the planned rescheduling MSC 

wants to focus on fast transit times and 

punctuality. The “First String Eastmed” 

is now called “Israel Express”. This 

service is carried out with four 4,000 teu 

vessels, one less than before. 

Southbound, Valencia and Mersin are 

cancelled. The current rotation is 

Felixstowe, Rotterdam, Antwerp, Le 

Havre, Alexandria, Haifa, Ashdod and 

back, calling at Valencia also on the 

northbound route.

The “Eastmed 2nd String” now becomes 

the “Levant Express”. On this service 

five 4,800 teu (previously 3,500 teu) 

ships are deployed. The rotation is: 

Felixstowe, Antwerp, Valencia (added), 

Barcelona, Limassol, Beirut, Lattakia, 

Alexandria (for export cargo), Mersin, 

Gioia Tauro (mainly transhipment) and 

Naples (primarily export to the UK).

Next to those two services, MSC also 

operates additional loops to Turkey, 

Greece and the Black Sea.

 MSC Belgium

 Cindy Kusé

 Tel + 32 3 543 24 26

 ckuse@mscbelgium.com

 www.mscbelgium.com

MAERSK LINE LAUNCHES 
THIRD EASTMED SERVICE 

The Mediterranean Sea remains an 

important destination. Mid-September 

Maersk Line has launched, next to its 

Euromed and Scanmed services, a new 

Eurolev Service, a weekly container 

service to the eastern part of the 

Mediterranean. 

Antwerp is the only port of call in the 

Benelux. Five ships with a capacity of 

2,500 teu will call at Alexandria, Port 

Said, Beirut and Mersin. The rotation in 

Northern Europe is as follows: 

Bremerhaven, Felixstowe, Antwerp, Le 

Havre. Southbound a call is made at 

Algeciras for transhipment to Algeria or 

Tunisia.

 Maersk Line

 Monique Leemans 

 Tel + 32 3 205 38 87

 belsalins@maersk.com

 www.maerskline.com
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CONTAINERSHIPS’ 
GHENT TRAFFIC RISES 
AGAIN 

After a difficult 2009 the Finnish 

shortsea operator Containerships sees 

its Ghent traffic rise again on two 

services. During the first six months the 

traffic towards the Baltic region 

increased by 173%, as compared to the 

first half of 2009. There are weekly 

departures (960 teu) from Ghent to 

Helsinki, Saint Petersburg, Riga and 

Klaipeda. From Northwest Europe the 

fortnightly sailings towards the Eastmed 

have only been calling at Ghent since 

the autumn of 2009. The 1,400 teu ships 

deployed on that route have Piraeus, 

Istanbul, Izmir and Tunis as their 

destination. Between the first and the 

second quarter of 2010 an increase of 

10% has already been recorded.

In the future Containerships wishes to 

increase the frequency by mobilising 

additional tonnage. 

 Containerships

 Tom Weemaes

 Tel + 32 3 202 31 44

 tom.weemaes@containerships.be

 www.containerships.fi

SHORTSEA SHIPPING 
FIGURES SHOW 
SUBSTANTIAL GROWTH 
COMPARED TO FIRST HALF 
OF 2009 

Compared to the first half of last year, 

the figures of the tonnage handled by 

shortsea shipping during the first half of 

2010 look particularly good for Ghent, 

Zeebrugge and Antwerp. Ostend, 

however, had to put up with a traffic shift 

towards Zeebrugge. Compared to last 

year the overall shortsea tonnage has 

risen by 18.95%.

During the first half of 2010, 67,275,478 

tonnes of merchandise were forwarded 

via shortsea shipping. That figure comes 

very close to that of the record year 2008, 

when 69,093,239 tonnes were handled. 

More than half (52.66%) of all port traffic 

consists of shortsea shipping. That is a 

record. With 18.95% the growth of 

shortsea shipping is greater than that of 

the overall maritime traffic (15.66%).

You can find the full press release and 

the relevant figures on: http://www.

shortsea.be/html_nl/nieuws/nieuws_

recent_artikel.php?id=1002

INCREASING MARKET 
DEMAND MAKES DFDS 
SEAWAYS INCREASE THE 
NUMBER OF ITS SAILINGS 
TO SWEDEN

Due to the increased demand, the 

frequency of the Ghent to Gothenburg 

EuroBridge service has been 

increased from five to six departures 

per week since 6 September. The 

three permanent vessels are sufficient 

to be able to carry through the increase 

of capacity, maintaining the sailing 

times. 

The new schedule now also includes a 

departure on Sundays, next to the 

current five departures from Tuesday 

through Saturday.

At the end of the year the current 

ropax service from Zeebrugge to 

Rosyth in Scotland (Norfolkline) will be 

replaced by two ro-ro cargo ships with 

a capacity of 1,800 line metres. “The 

current ropax concept proved not to 

be financially viable”, DFDS says. 

Yet, as the demand from cargo clients 

has risen, DFDS will be offering four 

(instead of three) sailings per week in 

both directions.

The Danish group DFDS has 

concluded its take-over of Norfolkline 

on July 12th and it has now created a 

new division for all its passenger and 

freight routes, as well as its ships and 

terminals, under the name DFDS 

Seaways, which will be the only brand 

name that will remain in existence for 

the maritime activities. In doing so, the 

group relegates to history such names 

as DFDS Tor Line, DFDS Lys Line, 

DFDS Lisco and Norfolkline.

 DFDS Seaways

 Stefaan De Brouwer

 Tel + 32 9 269 12 69

 sdbr@dfds.com

 www.dfds.com



PROMOTION CENTRE

FOREIGN DELEGATIONS 
VISIT THE FLEMISH 
PORTS

Through its network the promotion 

centre has access to quite some 

European expertise. In that context 

Flemish ports are often approached for 

a working visit of foreign delegations.

On 4 and 5 May a group of 16 Estonians 

visited the ports of Antwerp, Zeebrugge 

and Ghent. After the presentations there 

was an opportunity to network with the 

local companies.

On 25 June a 6-person delegation from 

Szczecin visited the port of Ghent, 

focusing on the port’s role and 

infrastructure with regard to bulk traffic.

ESN PRESIDENCY 
On 1 July the Flemish SSS promotion 

centre has taken up the presidency of 

the European Shortsea Network for a 

period of 6 months. Contacts have 

already been made with the European 

Commission. 

At the beginning of December the 

promotion centre will voice ESN’s 

opinion at the joint Focal Points-

European Commission- European 

Shortsea Network meeting in Bruges.

SHORTSEA LINER 
SERVICES DATABASE 

By the middle of September our liner 

services database on www.shortsea.

be had been consulted 1,907 times 

(175 visits per month). The database 

contains 2,184 shipping links for ro-ro, 

container and conventional cargo.

2007-2009 ACTIVITY 
REPORT IS AVAILABLE 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Flanders’ 

activity report 2007-2009 is available 

via the following link:

 

 http://www.shortsea.be/html_en/

 publicaties/documents/

 EN-Activityreport2007-2008-

 2009.pdf

NEWSLETTER 37, PAGE 
4: “NEW ACCESS 
CHANNEL OSTEND”

We received some comments on the 

amount of 7.7 million euros 

mentioned in the article. 

To clarify matters: that amount refers 

to the dredging works in the access 

channel. 

The entire breakwater project will 

cost an estimated 80 million euros 

and the compensations and 

measures to protect the coast will 

amount to 67 million euros 

approximately.

EUROPEAN SHORTSEA 
NETWORK (ESN) 
WELCOMES ITS 22ND 
MEMBER

In July the “Romanian Centre for 

Intermodal Transport Promotion” joined 

ESN as its 22nd member.  

 www.ria/org.ro
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European Shortsea Network
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ENVIRONMENT

NEW SULPHUR LIMITS 
IN FORCE IN THE ECA 
AREAS

On 1 July 2010 the new sulphur limit 
was brought into force in the ECA 
areas (Emission Control Areas). 

Since that date both in the North Sea 
and the Baltic the shipping fuel must 
contain no more than 1% sulphur. Until 
1 July that was 1.5%. That measure 
was issued by IMO (International 
Maritime Organisation). 

Meanwhile there is strong protest from 
the maritime industry against the 
planned further toughening of the 
measure (a maximum sulphur content 
of 0.1% by 2015). The industry fears a 
“reverse model shift”: as the tariffs are 
likely to increase, more freight will shift 
toward road haulage on routes where 
today maritime transport is opted for.
The European Commission maintains 

its position that the sulphur emissions 
have to come down. Ships in European 
ports, for instance, already have to use 
fuel with a maximum sulphur content 
of 0.1%.

 www.imo.org

 www.ecsa.eu

OPEN CALL MOTORWAYS 
OF THE SEA HAS BEEN 
UPDATED

The document about the Open Call 
for tender concerning Motorways of 

the Sea projects in the North Sea 
Region 2009-2013 has been updated. 

Click here for the updated document. 

http://www.shortsea.be/html_en/

publicaties/rapportenenstudies_

promobureau.html

Search engine SSS services

Are you looking for regular services to or from Flanders? Then surf to 
www.shortsea.be and click on the red banner. You’ll find all regular 
shortsea services in a jiffy.

Short Sea Shipping: Long Term Vision

Are you in search of tailback-free transport? The Shortsea Promotion Centre 
Flanders helps you in your search for shortsea opportunities.  
www.shortsea.be - shortsea@shortsea.be

Shortsea shipping is the modern form of coastal navigation that encompasses 
maritime transport in the whole of Europe and in North Africa, the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea. Shortsea vessels have no limitations as far as capacity is 
concerned and in certain countries they can operate on the inland waterways too. 
Such sea-river navigation is also called shortsea shipping. 
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ONLINE IN BRIEF

The full text of the articles can be found on: 
www.shortsea.be > news under recent news or news archive. 

Do you wish to be kept informed regularly? Subscribe to our free e-zine 
via the link on our homepage www.shortsea.be or e-mail to shortsea@
shortsea.be.

 - DFDS takes over Norfolkline

 - Zeebrugge Breakbulk Terminal operational

 - Team Lines connects Antwerp-Bilbao to Scandinavia 

Belwind project


