
NEWSLETTER  |  shortsea promotion centre belgium
nr 16 I  march 2005

European Shortsea Network

ABOARD!
A new year and a new look... 

Dear reader, we are pleased to invite you ‘Aboard!’ the first edition of our new and refreshed newsletter. 
Step into our boat and enjoy: there is something for everyone.

Despite the fact that this editorial comment will from now on make room for a conveniently arranged 
overview, the working group will obviously continue to support and guide the promotion centre.

We invite each one of you to give your reactions to our editorial office in Antwerp.

Happy reading !

Ir. Ilse Hoet, Chairwoman Working group SSS

Bruhn Spedition: a deliberate choice in favour  
of shortsea shipping for 34,000 teu per year

Bruhn Spedition – established in 1898 as Willy 
Bruhn Söhne in Kiel – is a family business (medi-
um-sized company) with an office in Antwerp 
since 1989. Next to its head office in Lübeck, there 
are branches also in Halle (D), Ratingen (D), Hel-
sinki, St. Petersburg, Riga and Oslo. Further 
expansion is planned for the company, which cur-
rently has approximately 85 employees of its own, 
to which have to be added a group of some 150 
drivers-subcontractors to execute the transport 
assignments. The company itself has the status of 
a shipping agent. 

With a fleet of 2500 (mainly 30’) containers of its 
own, it transports mainly bulk goods (plastic 
granules, starches, sugars, minerals). Liquid 
products (often temperature-controlled), how-
ever, are also taken on (cacao products, oils, fats, 
glycerines, glucoses).

The company-owned containers take care of 85 % 
of the transports. Last year, the equivalent of 
35,000 teu (round trip) were handled. For more 
than 97 % of the shipments, intermodal trans-
port involving shortsea shipping was chosen. The 
largest market is Finland, followed by Sweden, 
Norway, the UK, Russia, Ireland, the Baltic States 
and Portugal. Until now, road transport is only 
preferred for Denmark and a small traffic to Swe-
den, although the ‘maut’ introduced in Germany 
has reduced the price difference with road haul-
age. That is why, as far as Denmark is concerned, 
the possibilities of SSS are being examined. Cal-
culations are also being made for Greece and 
Turkey.

Ever since 1978, it has been a deliberate policy of 
the group to choose in favour of intermodality 
with shortsea: next to the logistical advantage as 
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|  Continues on page 6  |  Thanks to Bruhn Spedition
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For extra shortsea news,  
please register on  
www.shortsea.be.

Via the button ‘Subscription’, you 
will receive a short overview of 
recent shortsea developments in 
your mailbox every month.
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Direct Ro/Ro-possibilities  
to Denmark
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number of sailings towards Turkey

The shipping company Normed International offers 4 sailings per 
month from Antwerp to Istanbul, Gemlik, Diliskelesi and Izmir.
The focus lies on conventional goods and over the past six months 
a considerable increase of the imports into Antwerp has been 
noted. This mainly concerns steel products (coils, pipes, sec-
tions).
A new vessel, the ‘Koza’, has been commissioned recently. This 
ship will be chartered by Normed International for at least 1 year. 
The transit times amount to 11 or 15 days respectively.
The Normed service also includes Turkey-Greece if a sufficient vol-
ume of cargo is presented.

You can obtain further information about this new service at:
Cobelfret NV - Brittaniadok 
Hendrik Van Minderstraat 50 - B-8380 Zeebrugge 
www.cobelfret.com |  Contact: Martin Storme 
tel. + 32 50 50 22 02  |  e-mail: martin.storme@cobelfret.com

The shipping company Cobelfret has started a new regular service 
between Zeebrugge and Esbjerg. It is a scheduled service that will 
link Flanders to Denmark in a single day. The vessel leaves the 
quay at Zeebrugge every Friday afternoon and will moor in the 
Danish coastal port on Saturday evening. Subsequently, the ship 
will carry return cargo to Zeebrugge on Monday. The shipments 
will involve in particular containers, trailers and special cargo.
According to the Danish port, the Danish transporters look upon 
Zeebrugge as an ideal springboard for the Belgian, French and 
southern Dutch markets.
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Thanks to Cobelfret

You can obtain further information on these services at:
Durot Shipping NV 
Van Meterenkaai 1 - B-2000 Antwerpen  |  www.durot.be 
Contact: Leo Op de Beeck  |  tel. + 32 3 20 20 210 
e-mail: leo.opdebeeck@durot.be

Besides Ipswich and Killingholme, the shipowner Ferryways sails 
from now on to Immingham in the North of England.
Ferryways has started with nine departures a week with a transit 
time of 6 hours.
The Ostend shipping company now offers 21 departures a week 
to Ipswich and 6 departures a week for the connection Ostend-
Killingholme.  This amounts to 36 departures a week to England, 
including the nine additional departures on Immingham.  In gen-
eral, unaccompanied trailers are transported. 

More info at:
Ferryways - Esplanadestraat 10 - B-8400 Oostende
www.ferryways.be  |  Contact: Patrick Willems and Martin Gouwy  
tel. + 32 59 34 22 20  |  fax + 32 59-34 22 29
e-mail: info@ferryways.be

New Ro/Ro-connection  
to Immingham
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Shortsea Shipping traffic exceeded 
107 million tonnes in 2004

An increase of 21 percent 
compared to 1999

Shortsea Shipping contributes 
to the reduction of inconven-
iences on our roads. Since the 
work on the Antwerp ring road 
has started, most shippers 
have evaluated their transport 
chain and decided to start 
using the waterways in a dura-
ble manner.
The Shortsea Promotion Centre 
Belgium has taken stock of 
the shortsea traffic in the four 
Flemish ports and on the 
canals (sea-river navigation).

The four Flemish ports 
continue to form a 
Shortsea hub in our 
country

In 2004 more than 107 mil-
lion tonnes of goods were 
received and shipped from 
Flanders using shortsea ship-

ping (107.415.034 tonnes to be 
precise). That is almost 5 mil-
lion tonnes more than in 2003, 
an increase by 4 %. Compared 
to 1999, the increase amounts 
to 18.9 million tonnes or 21 
percent.
In our ports SSS accounts for 
almost 50 % of the total tran-
shipment. In the four Flemish 
ports 216.6 million tonnes of 
merchandise were handled in 
2004, 107.4 million of which 
generated through shortsea 
shipping.
That spectacular increase of 
SSS traffic leads Shortsea 
Promotion Centre Belgium 
to the conclusion that this  
is indeed a structural increase 
and that shippers increasing-
ly opt for durable modes of  
transport.

You can find more information on our website www.shortsea.be or  
by contacting: Promotie Shortsea Shipping Vlaanderen
Verbindingsdok Oostkaai 13 B10 - B-2000 Antwerpen 
Contact: Willy De Decker and Bieke D’Exelle 
tel: + 32 3 20 20 520/1  |  e-mail: shortsea@shortsea.be
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The ‘modal shift’ works

The enormous increase of traffic in inland navigation is a result of 
the modal shift in the goods flows and of the fact that an increas-
ing number of logistics managers deliberately choose alternative 
forms of transport. The ‘modal shift’ and the choice in favour of 
other forms of transport, such as inland navigation, is a conse-
quence of, among other things, the suffocating situation on many 
of our roads.

The importance of inland navigation for the Flemish ports

Inland navigation is increasingly gaining importance for the Flem-
ish enterprises and for the mobility on our roads. For the first 
time, inland shipping in the maritime ports approached the cape 
of 100 million tonnes. For the four maritime ports taken together, 
that amounted to a growth of no less than 8.1 % compared to 
2003. In barely five years time the inland carrying trade in the four 
Flemish maritime ports has increased by almost 32 %. One of the 
main driving forces behind the growing importance of inland nav-
igation in the Flemish ports is the increase of container transport 
by inland vessel. In 2004, 403,951 teu were transhipped from/
onto river-vessels, that is an increase of 38.4 % compared to 2003 
and almost six times as much as barely seven years ago. With 
those figures in hand, Promotie Binnenvaart Vlaanderen insists 
that more attention should be paid to conveyance facilities for 
transport to the hinterland.

Inland navigation traffic reaches  
100 million tonnes

Further information can be found on www.binnenvaart.be  
or contact: Promotie Binnenvaart Vlaanderen 
Cel Marktprospectie  |  Verbindingsdok Oostkaai 13 B10
B-2000 Antwerpen  |  Contact: Paul Lambrechts 
tel. + 32 3 20 20 515  |  e-mail: paullambrechts@binnenvaart.be
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Port SSS 1999 SSS 2000 SSS 2001 SSS 2002 SSS 2003 SSS 2004 Total  % SSS 
       handled of 
       tonnage total
       in 2004 tonnage

Antwerp 49.487.501 57.343.672 57.642.997 55.894.987 61.866.500 65.110.937 152.326.565 42,74 %

Ghent 9.127.900 9.107.175 8.851.520 9.359.794 9.858.579 10.285.126 24.957.315 41,21 %

Ostend 3.108.127 4.307.026 4.796.050 6.217.805 7.189.365 7.519.919 7.544.826 99,66 %

Bruges- 26.798.148 27.836.495 25.543.594 26.330.371 23.970.021 24.499.052 31.795.308 77,05 %
Zeebrugge

Total 88.521.676 98.594.368 96.834.161 97.802.957 102.884.465 107.415.034 216.624.014 49,59 %

Sea/River SSS 1999 SSS 2000 SSS 2001 SSS 2002 SSS 2003 SSS 2004 Vessels 
       

Albert canal 746.421 772.410 591.610 591.449 567.914 532.165 362 vessels 

Zeekanaal 1.012.834 967.668 919.792 921.809 870.798 907.101 581 vessels 

REMARK: Figures are in tons, except for the percentages and the number of vessels for the sea/rivers.

Ports are the key players of Shortsea Shipping (SSS)
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Shortsea Network (ESN)
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Further information about ESN can be found on the  
www.shortsea.info. Alternatively you can also contact your SPC.

All countries situ-
ated in the short-
sea shipping zone 
can become a 
member of the 
European net-
work. 

According to the 
de f in i t ion  o f 

Shortsea Shipping, there are 3 areas with both EU and non-EU 
countries. These are the areas of the Baltic Sea, the Black Sea and 
the Mediterranean. Since their accession to the EU, a large number 
of new member states – but non-members also – are considering 
the possibility to establish a ‘Shortsea Promotion Centre’ (SPC). 
Such centres are coached by ESN with the support of the Europe-
an Commission.

Once a country has decided to set up its own promotion centre 
and has developed serious plans for it, several SPCs will be drawn 
in. For each of the areas mentioned above, one or two SPC(s) will 
act as contact or ‘tutor’.

That way, a good information flow and follow-up are guaranteed.
In that context, Cyprus organised, on 17 and 18 February 2005,  
a workshop about the establishment of an SPC in cooperation 
with TAIEX.

ESN participated as a speaker, explaining the practical functioning 
of an SPC, its organisation and financing.

Game waves

SSS
a. Shortsea Shipping

b. For Savings, Safety & Speed

c. Supersonic Shipping

 

TAIEX
a. Technical Assistance International Export Unit

b. Technical Assistance International Exchange Unit

c. Technical Assistance Information Exchange Unit

 

teu
a. Twenty Foot Equivalent Unit

b. Trial Export Unification

c. Twenty Foot European Unit

 

Modal Shift
a. Shift of road transport to water transport.

b. Shift from one transport modus to another: rail, inland 

waterways, SSS ... .

c. Shift of movement by car to movement by dinghy.

SSS: a and b / TAIEX: c / teu: a / Modal Shift: b
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Belgium will presumably witness  
a 2,2 % growth in 2005

According to the ‘European Economic Outlook’ report, published 
by PriceWaterhouseCoopers, the average economic growth in 
Europe will amount to barely 1.75 % in 2005. That percentage 
should increase to about 2 % in 2006. All this is said to be caused 
by a slower global growth and the influence of the strong Euro on 
the exports of the Eurozone, as well as the lasting vulnerability of 
the domestic demand in the larger Euroland economies.

Belgium is expected to realise a growth of 2.2 % in 2005

In 2004, the Belgian economy grew by 2.7 %, led by a strong 
increase of investments and exports. This year, the export possibil-
ities are expected to increase due to a gradual and international 
improvement of the economic situation and the negative results 
on price competitiveness, caused by moving exchange rates are 
awaited to ebb away.  Export growth is predicted to reach 5.3 % in 
2005. Expectations are that export growth will also increase by up 
to 5.3 % in 2005.  Last year, this amounted to 5.5 %.  As in 2004, 
imports will increase faster than exports also. 

Source: PriceWaterhouseCoopers and Federaal Planbureau

For some decades 
now, Europe has been 
active on policy 
domains that are 
important to the 
ports.

In recent years, the 
European Union has 
actively been issuing 
new regulations that 
(in)directly are also 
applicable to ports.

For all those who, in 
one way or another, 
have anything to do 
with ports, the Flem-
ish Port Commission 
has summarised the 
European Union’s 

workings in a booklet entitled ‘Wegwijzer in Europese haven- en 
vervoerdossiers’ (‘How to find your way in the European port and 
transport dossiers’). In it, the current state of affairs is outlined of 
the main subjects that may have an impact on the ports.

Finding your way in the European 
port and transport dossiers
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The revised edition (March 2005/e 15) can be ordered at the  
following address: Vlaamse Havencommissie
Wetstraat 34-36 - B-1040 Brussel  |  www.serv.be/vhc
Contact: Martine Muylle  |  tel. + 32 2 20 90 111
fax + 32 2 21 77 008  |  e-mail: mmuylle@serv.be
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Did you know ?

That once again a coaster has been loaded with pallets of bricks 
in Lanaken (Albert Canal)?

That the coaster, destined for Shoreham (UK), had 3,300 pallets 
on board with a total weight of 1,445 tonnes?

That the modal shift from road to water amounted to some 60 
lorries?

That this was already the third shipment and that a further 8 are 
planned in 2005?

You can obtain more information from: Steenfabriek Heylen
Tweede Carabinierslaan 145 - B-3620 Lanaken (Veldwezelt) 
www.heylen-bricks.be  |  Contact: Wim Heylen   
tel. + 32 89 71 51 38  |  fax + 32 89 72 28 80 
e-mail: info@heylen-bricks.be

ABOARD!






